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significantly. There is also some concern about the
accuracy of ethnicity reporting on the death records.
Since ethnicity is largely a subjective measure,
classification of decedents based on other persons’
assessments or observations is prone to error.

This study suggests that the mortality experience of
Hispanic children is similar to that of the total
population in many respects. However, as is some-
times the case with recently immigrated popula-
tions, their health status may deteriorate over time.
Therefore, continued assessment of Hispanic
childhood mortality is clearly warranted. At the
same time, efforts aimed at reducing unintentional
injuries and other preventable causes of death need
to be targeted toward this rapidly growing and
vulnerable population.

REFERENCES

1. United States Census Bureau. Hispanic or Latino
origin: all races. Mapping Census 2000: The
geography of US diversity. December 7, 2001.
Web site: http://www.census.gov/population/
www/cen2000/dt_atlas.html

2. State population estimates — characteristics. Web
site: http://www.census.gov/popest/states/asrh/

3. CDC injury fact book. Web site: http://
www.cdc.gov/ncipc/fact_book/intro919.pdf

4. Motor vehicle-related crashes among teenagers.
Web site: http://www.medhelp.org

5. Death certificates: let’s get it right. Web site:
http://www.findarticles.com/p/articles

Acknowledgments

The author would like to thank Tom Vitaglione of the
North Carolina Child Advocacy Institute and Dr. Edith
Kocis of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner and
Robert Meyer, Paul Buescher, and Gustavo Fernandez
of the State Center for Health Statistics for their helpful
suggestions and review of this paper.

For more information about this
publication, contact:

Fatma Simsek at (919) 715-4482
e-mail: Fatma.Simsek @ncmail.net

For a list of other publications by the
State Center for Health Statistics call:
(919) 733-4728
or check the website at:
www.schs.state.nc.us/SCHS/

<hh

o _° o
e dipatnent of bt s hanan s

State of North Carolina
Michael F. Easley, Governor

Department of Health and Human Services
Carmen Hooker Odom, Secretary

Division of Public Health
Leah Devlin, DDS, Director

State Center for Health Statistics
Paul A. Buescher, Ph.D., Director

N.C. DHHS is an equal opportunity employer and provider.

Department of Health and Human Services
State Center for Health Statistics

1908 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1908

(919) 733-4728

375 copies of this public document were printed at a cost of $62.20 or 17¢ per copy. 10/05

@

Printed on recycled paper



